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own prayers ; and one of his slaves, having asked him to teach
him an act by which he should gain admittance into Paradise,
he answered, "Prostrate thyself frequently, and say many
prayers, for thou dost not prostrate thyself once for God's
sake without his exalting thy dignity and diminishing thy sins."
He not only prayed in the day, but often arose in the night
for that purpose. His method of prayer has been recorded.
He used to intermix with the prescribed forms extemporary
additions, as, " O Lord, pardon my offences, and have mercy
on me ; shew me the straight path, and give me daily bread."
He often prayed against being involved in debt, and used to
say that debt would deprive even those who died fighting for
religion of the rewards of martyrdom. One of his prayers was
for preservation from cowardice, avarice, decrepitude, the
strife of the world, the punishment of the grave, against hypo-
crisy, and for a true tongue. He prayed, also, for his friends,
but, unlike a Christian, not for, but against, his enemies. He
recommended short ejaculations to be uttered, like an Amen at
the end of impressive passages of the Koran. One of his
companions said that there was not a chapter, long or short,
that he had not heard him recite at the hours of prayer. He
generally waited for a congregation, considering social prayer
more efficacious than private. He often stood up so long
that he was supposed to be lost in meditation, and he some-
times sat between the prostrations. His habits of religion,
and, I may add, of superstition, he impressed upon his com-
panions, and they have transmitted them to those who still
take him for their guide, in adversity or prosperity, whe-
ther their lot be cast in Egypt, or Turkey, or India. Such
pious aspirations as these are continually in their mouths, and
engraved on their seals, and, in many instances, they seem to
influence their conduct.

" My trust "is in God."
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" My guidance is only from God."